Application No. 1 0/067,345 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 9-40 and 42-48 are pending in this Application. By this 
Amendment, claims 1, 2, 4, 6 and 10 are amended. Claims 3, 5, 7 and 8 are canceled without 
prejudice to, or disclaimer of, the subject matter contained in those claims. Reconsideration 
based on the above amendments and the following Remarks is respectfully requested. 

The Office Action, in paragraph 1, states that claims 12-40 and 42-48 are allowable 
over the prior art of record. 

The Office Action, in paragraph 5, indicates that claims 5, 6, 10 and 1 1 contain 
allowable subject matter. Applicant appreciates this indication of allowability of claims 5, 6, 
10 and 11, and amends claims 1 and 10 to include allowable subject matter, as discussed 
below. 

The Office Action, in paragraph 2, rejects claim 8 under 35U.S.C.§112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite. Claim 8 is canceled thereby rendering the objection moot. 

The Office Action, in paragraph 4, rejects claims 1-4, 7 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 
§102(b) as being anticipated by any of U.S. Patents Nos. 5,920,281 to Grace, or 5,518,400 to 
Otoide et al., or 5,457,463 to Vencel et al., or 5,223,840 to Cronyn, or 5,177,488 to Wang et 
al., or 5,164,734 to Fredericks et al., or 4,737,792 to Grone, or 4,683,473 to Haugland, or 
4,679,049 to Riffiod, or 4,61 1,818 to Riffiod et al., or 4,319,247 to Warren, or 3,329,953 to 
Adams et al., or 3,199,107 to Mills, or 3,162,854 to Campbell, or 2,922,157 to McShan, or 
2,841,785 to Cunningham et al., or 2,825,058 to Rix et al., or 2,781,51 1 to Pear, or 2,505,525 
to Clapp et al. These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Claim 1 is amended to include subject matter from claim 3 and allowable claim 5. 
Claims 2, 4, and 9 now depend from claim 1. Claims 3 and 7 are canceled. Applicant 
respectfully submits that because the subject matter of independent claim 1 is allowable, . 
dependent claims 2, 4, and 9, which, although each reciting separately patentable subject 
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matter, incorporate all of the features of independent claim 1 from which they depend. As 
such, Applicant respectfully submits that these claims are likewise allowable. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection to claims 1, 2, 4 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) as being anticipated by any one of the above enumerated references are respectfully 
requested. 

The Office Action, in paragraph 5, objects to claims 5,6, 10 and 1 1 as being 
dependent on a rejected base claim. The subject matter of claim 5, as noted above, is 
incorporated into claim 1 . Claim 6 is amended to depend from now allowable claim 1 . 
Claim 10 is amended as an independent claim incorporating all of the features of the base 
claim on which the former dependent claim 10 depended. As such, Applicant respectfully , 
submits that claim 10 defines allowable subject matter. Claim 1 1 depends from now 
allowable claim 10. Withdrawal of the objections to claims 6, 10 and 1 1 is respectfully 
requested. 

Based on the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that this Application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1, 2, 4, 6 
and 9-1 1, in addition to allowed claims 12-40 and 42-48, are earnestly solicited. 
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this Application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact 
Applicant's undersigned representative at the telephone number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted^ 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



Daniel A. Tanner, HI 
Registration No. 54,734 



JAO:DAT/aaw 



Date: May 17. 2004 



Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 



Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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